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Your relationship, . . . to Jesus Christ, . . . is like, any other . . . relationship.  It has to be, . . . maintained.  No relationship, ever . . . stays, the same.  You're either, . . . growing closer to the Lord, . . . or, you're drifting away.  	You never, . . . just, stand still.  You don't just, become a Christian, and that's it.  You're either, having 	your heart grow warmer, every day, . . . or, it's growing colder.

We've all known Christians, . . . who are no longer, walking with the Lord.  They've, fallen away.  At one point, 	their hearts were warm, and on fire for God, . . . but, today, they're nowhere, to be found.  	We all 	know, the struggles, . . . in our own heart.  We face, temptations.  We face, ups and downs, . . days when 	we think, . . . "I don't know, . . . if I want to be a Christian, today."

The good news is, . . . that, God offers to us, . . . Restoring Grace.  When we blow it, . . . when we walk away, 	when we stumble, when we fumble, God says, "You can, come back, to Me."  We can pray, the prayer, 	that was prayed, in Lamentations 5:21 – "Restore us, O Lord, and bring us back to You, again.  Give us 	back, the joys, . . . we once had."

That's what, we want to talk about, this morning.  How do you get the joy, back, . . . in your Christian life?  You 	may have been a believer, for years, even decades, . . . but, it may have gone a little stale, . . in your life.  	Maybe, you're just not, as close to the Lord, . . . as you used to be.  How do you get, . . . the joy back?

****  First, we want to identify, four common causes, of why people, . . . fall away, from the Lord.  There are 	many reasons, . . . why people, may backslide, . . . that, they're not walking, with God, . . . any more.

Mark 14, the Bible, tells us, the story of Peter, one of the disciples, and His denial, of Jesus, on the night, Jesus was betrayed, and arrested.  In that story, we have an example, of 4 common causes, of why people, fall away.

You know, the story.  Jesus had been, in the upper room, with His disciples.  They had the Passover, together, . .  the Lord's Supper.  Then, He shocked, all of the disciples, by announcing, "One of you, is going to, betray Me."    

One of the twelve, was going to be the guy, who turned Jesus in?  A traitor?  They all began to say, "Lord, is it 	me?  Did I, do it?"  Peter, in his typical foot-in-mouth, braggadocios way, . . . says, in Mark 14:29 – 	"Everybody else, may 	stumble, in their faith, . . . but, I will not."  You can almost, hear the swagger, in 	his voice.  "All these peons, Lord, sure.  They may cop out, . . . but, not me.  I would never, deny You."

1.  This is the first reason, . . . people backslide -- OVER CONFIDENCE.  We begin to think, we can handle 	everything, on our own.  We begin to think, we are so strong, . . . we could never fail.  We begin to say, 	"That would never, . . . happen to me!"  	Anytime, you hear about, somebody else's stumbling, and 	you say, "That could never, happen to me", . . . you're setting yourself up, . . . for a fall. 

Given the right situation, any of us, is capable, of any sin.  The Bible says, "The heart, is deceitful." That means, 	we lie to ourselves, as much as, lying to others.  You should never, say, "I could never, . . . fall for that."  	That's called overconfidence, . . . and, that's the first step, . . . in falling away.

1 Corinthians 10:12 says, if you think you're strong, be careful, . . . because, you'll fall.  "Let him, who standeth, 	take heed, lest he fall."  It's, a trap.  Proverbs 16:18 says, a proud attitude, . . . leads to ruin. "Pride goes, 	before destruction.  A haughty spirit, . . . before a fall."

You spell, ego – EGO, which stands for, Edging God Out.  When I get overconfident, I let ego, into my life, I'm edging God out, and already backing away, and heading down the slippery slope, of falling away . . from Christ.

2.  The second cause, of falling away, . . is LAZINESS.  We see this, too, in the story, of Peter's denial.  We get lethargic, and kind of slack off.  All these good habits, we used to do, like praying every day, reading the Bible 	every day, going to church, regularly, . . we start saying, "Maybe, I don't have time, for that, right now."

When you do, . . . it ought to be, . . a warning light.  Because, in the next scene, we see this happening, to Peter. 	He just, got tired.  Jesus took Peter, James, and John -- three of the disciples -- into the Garden, and said, 	"I want you guys, to stay here, . . . and pray, with Me, for a while."  

This was the night, He knew, He was going to be arrested, . . and, the next day, He would be crucified.  He said, "Can you guys, just be, with Me – watch, and pray."  He goes off, and prays, a little bit, . . . and, comes back, and, they're asleep.  He goes off, and comes back again, . . . and, they've fallen asleep, . . again.  Peter's problem was, he just kept, . . . falling asleep.  Jesus says, in v. 37 – "Couldn't you stay awake, with Me, for one hour?"

There's a principle, here.  When you get tired, . . . you're setting yourself up, . . . for major temptation.  It's more difficult, to do the right thing, . . . than, it is to do, the wrong thing.  It's easy, to do the wrong thing, it's often the easiest.  If you really want to do, the right thing in life, . . it takes energy, it takes effort, it takes a lot of stamina. 

Because, you're trying to do the right thing, all the time, . . . you're going to, get tired -- emotionally, physically, 	spiritually, . . . in every area, of your life.  If you don't know how, to recharge yourself emotionally, . . if 	you don't know how, to recharge yourself spiritually, or physically, . . . then fatigue, is going to set in. 

And, fatigue, should always be, a warning light, . . . that, something's going wrong, . . . something's out of order.  	When you're tired, . . . that's, when you're most vulnerable, . . . to temptation.

I've talked to, a lot of people -- Christians -- who've stumbled, in major ways, in their life.  And, it always seems to be, during a time, of great stress, when they were very tired, . . and they were ignoring, all the warning lights. 

Matthew 6:41, Jesus said, "Watch and pray, so you won't fall, . . into temptation."  We've got to keep, our guard up, . . because, when we start letting it down, in laziness, we're starting on the slippery slope, . . to falling away.

3.  The third cause, of falling away, from Christ, . . . is FEAR OF, . . . DISAPPROVAL.  We're worried about, 	what other people, will think.  We're afraid, they'll reject us, they won't accept us, that they'll make fun 	of us, or ridicule us, . . . or, put us down.

This is what happened, . . . to Peter.  After Jesus was arrested, it says in Mark 15:54 – "Peter followed Him, at a 	distance."  Get the picture.  Jesus has been arrested, . . . and, Peter decided, he would follow Him, . . . at 	a distance.  Just, far enough back, . . . so that nobody, would identify him, . . . as being, . . . with Jesus.

Do you ever, try to follow Jesus, at a distance?  "I'm a follower of Christ, . . . but, let's not get fanatical, about it! 	Let's not, get radical.  I don't want to, be red hot, . . . for God.  Somebody might think, . . . I'm a nut case.  	I believe, . . . in Jesus, yes.  But, I want to follow Him, . . . at a distance." 

It's like, the old statement:  If all of a sudden, they outlawed Christianity, and they made it illegal, and you were arrested, for being a Christian, . . . would there be enough evidence, . . . to convict you?  Would your neighbors know, you were Christian, . . . or, that you're always gone, on Sunday morning, . . . but, they didn't know why?

One of the signs, that you can know, that you're slipping, away from Christ, . . . is you start to become, ashamed . . . of Him.  You want to follow Him, at a distance.  You're ashamed, maybe to put your Bible on your desk, at work.  You're ashamed, to pray over a meal, at school, in a restaurant, in public.  What would, . . . people think? 

They might think, . . you're a believer.  You're ashamed, to be seen, with a group of other Christians.  Or, you're 	ashamed, to even be known, as a Christian.  So, you try to keep it, a secret.  (Young people, is this you?)

There’s a new book, written by Hugh Huet, . . . called, “The Embarrassed Christian.”  That's an epidemic, in 	America, today.  We've let the media, so pound us down, nobody, wants to stand up.  Nobody, wants to 	speak up.  	Proverbs 29:25 – "Fearing people, is a dangerous trap."  When you start worrying, about 	what other people think, . . . you're headed, . . . for trouble.  It's a snare, . . . and, it's going to catch you.

Mark 8:38 – "If anyone is ashamed of Me, and My words, I will be ashamed of him, before the holy angels, and 	My father, in heaven."  Jesus said, "If you're ashamed of Me, here on earth, I will be ashamed of you, in 	heaven."  That's, powerful stuff.  There are no secret agents, . . . in God's army, . . . no closet Christians.  	It's time to, . . . come out of the closet.  A lot of Christians, can talk about anything, . . . except, Jesus.  

They're what we call, Arctic River Christians – frozen, . . . at the mouth.  Revelation 21:8, lists cowardice, in the 	same category, . . . as murder, and adultery.  That's how serious it is, . . . to be embarrassed.  And, when 	you're worried about, the disapproval of others, . . . you're on the slippery slope, . . . of falling away.

4.  CONVENIENCE.  We want to have a faith, . . . but, we want to have, . . . a comfortable faith.  We want it, 	to fit, . . . our schedule.  Sure, I want to follow Christ, . . . as long as, it doesn't, . . . cramp my style. 

Look what happened, to Peter.  It says, he followed Jesus, . . from a distance.  Mark 14:54b – "Then, he sat with 	the guards, and warmed himself, at the fire."  This is, an amazing scene.  One of the twelve, one of the 	original disciples, . . Jesus is about to be executed, and Peter is partying, . . with the enemy.  He's sitting 	there, in the crowd, . . . wanting to be, one of the gang, . . . warming his hands, by the fire. 

The very men, who were going to torture, and execute Christ, . . he's there, sitting around a campfire, with them. 	Hanging out, . . wanting to, be comfortable.  "I want to, enjoy life.  I want to, be accepted.  I want to be, 	. . a part of the gang.  I just want to be, one of the boys.  I want to follow Christ, . . when it's convenient.  	But, . . . if it's not convenient, . . . forget it.  I'm going to go back, . . . and, hang out, with the guys."

If you try, to enjoy, the world's campfire, . . . you're going, to get burned.  We've all watched, . . a lot of people, 	flame out, . . . a lot of people, sidelined.  People, who had big talk, . . . but, nothing, . . . to back it up.  	People, who were supposedly, strong Christians, . . . and, today, they can't be found, anywhere. 

In every church, we've seen this parade, of short term disciples, who walk with Christ, as long as it's convenient. Then, they start to, fall away.  There’s a pattern, when people fall away, from Christ.  It always starts, like this:

When a person's, real active in a church, and they start falling away, . . . the first thing, they stop, is their giving.  Jesus said, your giving, . . . indicates, your heart.  He said, where your treasure is, . . . your heart, will be.  It's a, thermometer.  A good EKG, of your heart.  How's, your giving?  Always, giving, is the first thing, . . that stops.  
	The second thing, that stops, . . is prayer.  They stop, praying.   The third thing is, . . they stop, attending.

**  What happens, to those people?  What happens, to a person, who's a genuine Christian, . . who's committed, 	their life to Christ, . . . but, for one reason or another, . . . they've backslidden, fallen away.  They're just, 	not walking, . . . with the Lord, any more.

How does God, . . . respond, to those kind of people?  When a Christian sins, . . . does he lose, his salvation?  	When a Christian sins, . . . does he go, to hell?  How does God, . . . respond?

He responds the way, He always does, to His children.  By grace.  Romans 8:1 – "There is no condemnation, for those who belong, to Christ Jesus."  That word "no", is the strongest, possible negative, in the Greek language. 

It means "No, No, . . . Never, Never, . . . Not in, a million years!"  There's no condemnation, . . . for those, who 	are in Christ Jesus.  This is not a promise, for everybody.  It's not saying, anybody can do whatever, they 	want to do, and there's no condemnation.  It says, for those, . . who are in, . . . Christ Jesus.  If you are, a 	genuine believer in Christ, you've put your trust in Christ, accepted His grace, there is no condemnation.

What does, that mean?  It means, you don't lose, your salvation, when you sin.  Aren't you glad, for that?  If you 	could lose your salvation, every time you sin, . . . you'd lose it, about once a minute.  	Let's say, you 	lived for Jesus Christ, your entire life, . . . and, five minutes before you die, you blow it, you go to hell. 

You would live, in fear, . . . your entire life.  If you’ve felt, that fear, . . . you need to read, the book of 1 John, . . 	because, it says, "So, you can know, . . . for sure, that you have, eternal life."  		If you were 	saved, by your works, . . . you could lose it, . . . if you stopped working.  But, you're not saved, that way.  
	It says, . . . There is no condemnation, . . . when a Christian, sins.

Notice, it does not say, there are no consequences.  It says, no condemnation.  There are, a lot, of consequences. 	When I get out, of God's will, for my life, when I blow it, when I intentionally, don't do, what God wants 	me to do, when I ignore His will, . . . there are, . . . major consequences.  

Every time, you disobey God, every time, you ignore His will, every time, you don't follow His instruction, you  	lose.  You hurt yourself, . . . and, you hurt other people.  You lose, . . . big time.  When a Christian sins, 	what happens?  You lose, . . . your fellowship, . . . with Christ.  You lose, your effectiveness, on earth.  			You lose, rewards, . . . in heaven.  You lose, your joy, . . . here on earth.  

The most miserable people, on earth, . . . are not unbelievers, . . . but, believers, . . . who know better, and acting 	like, unbelievers.  But, you do not, . . . lose your salvation.  Why?  Why doesn't God, . . just, kick us out, 	when we blow it?  "You had, your chance!  You, knew better.  You, blew it.  You're out, of the family."

II.  WHY DOESN'T GOD REJECT BELIEVERS, . . WHEN WE SIN?  5 reasons.  It’s what grace, is all about.

1.  Because, His love, . . . is unconditional.  God doesn't say, "I love you if, . .", you're good, perfect, whatever.  He doesn't say, "I love you, because, . . ." He just says, "I love you, . . . period!"  Some of you, need to hear this:  God will never, stop loving me.  God will never, stop loving me, . . . because, I am a recipient, . . . of His grace. 

Lamentations 3:22 – "God's compassion, never ends.  It is only, His mercies, that have kept us, from complete 	destruction."  God's compassion, never ends.  God does not, reject believers, when we sin, . . . because, 	His love, . . . is unconditional.

2.  Because, my salvation isn't based, . . . on my performance.  God doesn't reject believers, when they sin, . . because, my salvation, isn't based on, . . my performance.  Romans 9:16 – "It doesn't depend, on man's desire, or effort, but on God's mercy."  We covered this, in detail, in the first message, in this series, on Saving Grace.  

We'll say it, again:  The only way, you ever have any hope, of getting into heaven, is by the grace of God.  You can't earn, your way into heaven, buy your way to Heaven, work your way to heaven, bluff your way to heaven, 	whatever.  If you don't get saved, by grace, you're not getting saved.  If you don't get into heaven, on the 	grace of Jesus Christ, . . . you're not going, to get there.  It's perfect, and you're not.  It's the, . . only way.

Titus 3:5 – "He saved us, not because, of the good things we did, but because, of His mercy."  God doesn't reject 	me, when I sin, because His love is unconditional, . . and, my salvation, isn't based on, my performance.
3.  Because, Jesus has already taken, . . . my punishment.  God doesn't reject me, when I sin, because Jesus,  	has already taken, my punishment.  In America, we have a law, called the law, . . . of double jeopardy.  	The law, of double jeopardy, says, . . you cannot, . . . be tried, . . . for the same crime, twice.  You cannot 	be convicted, . . . for the same crime, twice.  You cannot be punished, . . . for the same crime, twice.  

That's true, in God's book, too.  People are not punished, for the same crime, or the same sin, twice.  2000 years 	ago, Jesus stretched His arms out, on the cross, . . . and, took the punishment, for my sin, and for yours.  	He took, it all.  He paid the price, for you.  He took, your rap.  He served, your term.  He took, the death 	penalty, for you.  "The wages for sin, is death, . . .", . . . and, He died, . . . for you.

What sins, did He, die for?  All, of them.  The ones in your future, that you don't even know about yet, He died, 	. . . for those too.  The sins you've done in the past, and the ones in the future, . . . He’s already taken, the 	punishment.  That's why He cried out, on the cross, . . . "It is finished."  Paid, . . . in full.

Can you imagine, God coming to you, the next time you sin, and He said, "By the way, what Jesus did for you? It wasn't, good enough.  I'm going to, punish you . . too."  Doesn't make sense, does it?  That's, double jeopardy.  	If God punished you, it would be saying, that what Jesus did, . . . wasn't, good enough.  But, . . . it was.

**  But, while God does not condemn you, God does not punish you, . . . you will, be disciplined.  What is that? Discipline, is very different, than punishment.  Punishment is retribution, for the past.  Discipline, is correction, for the future.  Punishment, is done, in anger.  Discipline, is done, in love.  Punishment, is to say, "This is what you get, for what you did!"  Discipline says, . . . "I want to train you, to get you on the right path, for the future."

1 John 2:2 – "When Jesus served, as a sacrifice, for our sins, He solved, the sin problem, for God, not only ours, 	but, the whole world's."  He solved it, right there.  So, God doesn't reject me, . . . when I sin.  Because, 	Jesus, has already taken, . . . the punishment.

4.  Because, Jesus understands, . . . my human weaknesses.  He's sympathetic, He's understanding, He knows my faults.  He knows what, makes me tick.  He knows, how I'm wired.  One of the most beautiful truths, you're going to need to learn, in the Christian life, is this:  God is patient, . . with you.  He just doesn't, . . get impatient.

Hebrews 4:15 – "He understands, our weaknesses, for He faced, all of the same temptations, we do, yet, He did 	not sin."  When Jesus Christ, was here, on the earth, He experienced . . every temptation, known to man. 

He says, “I understand, what you are.  I understand, what it's like, to be a human being, . . . because, I lived, in 	human flesh, for 33 years.”  So, He's sympathetic.  He understands, . . . your weaknesses.  He knows, 	what you're going through.  He knows, what it's like, . . . to be tempted.  He's sympathetic.

5.  Because, God doesn't hold on, . . . to grudges.  Psalm 103:9-13 – "God will not, constantly accuse us, nor remain angry, forever.  He has not punished us, for all our sins, nor does He deal with us, as we deserve.  He is like a father, to His children, tender, and compassionate, to those who fear Him."  Those, who fear Him, those who, respect Him, those, who've trusted in Him, those who committed to Him, those who are in, . . . His family. 

This is the benefit, of being a believer.  God doesn't, hold a grudge, . . . toward me.  If you are a believer, God is 	not, . . . angry with you.  Why?  All of the punishment, . . . was taken, . . . on the cross.

You may, be thinking, "You don't know, . . . how far, I've fallen.  You don't know, what I've done."  No, I don't.  	But, . . . God does.  You may think, you've strayed, too far away.  If you've strayed, far away from God, 	. . . either, by one giant step, . . . or, a bunch of little small steps, where you kind of slacked off, in your 	Christian commitment, . . . this is what, God says, to you:  		Jeremiah 3:22 – "Come back to Me, 			you unfaithful children, . . . and, I will forgive you, . . . for being unfaithful."

In closing, I'd like to say, if you're a Christian, who's not as close to Christ, as you used to be, . . . I urge you, to 	come back, to Him, . . . today.  No matter, how far you've fallen, or run away from Christ, you are only, 	. . . one step away, from returning to Him.  All you have to do, is turn around, . . and return, to His love.  	
***  His grace, . . . is really, amazing.  Many people, do not understand the difference, between fellowship, . . . 	and, relationship.  Fellowship is, . . . your current status.  Relationship is, . . . your permanent position.

Can I be out of fellowship, with my wife, and still, be married, to her?  Of course, I can.  Can a child, be out of 	fellowship, with his parents, . . . and, yet, still be, their child?  Of course.  When you sin, you don't lose, 	the relationship.  You lose, . . . the fellowship.  

*  Those of you, who are parents, . . . and, as much as you try, to raise your children, in the right way, . . . when 	they get older, . . . they're going to make, their own decisions.  I hope this doesn't happen, . . . but, you 	might have a child, . . . that does the very thing, . . . you despise, the most. 

You might even, have a child, who one day, in a fit of anger, . . . publicly disowns you, and disavows you, as a 	parent.  You might even, have a child who, when they get older, . . . never even, talks to you.  But, . . .  	nothing, will ever change, the fact, . . . that, they're your child.

Nothing, will ever, . . . change that.  The fellowship is damaged, . . . but, the relationship, will always, be there. 	Because, they were born, . . . into your family, . . . and, they cannot, be unborn.

When you became, a believer, in Christ, you were born again, into God's family, . . . and you cannot, be unborn.  	So, although the fellowship, with God, has been broken, . . . the relationship, is still there.  You're only, 	one step away, . . . from returning.  		What should I do, when I sin?  One word:  Return!  Come 	back, . . . to Christ.  It's that simple.  I blew it, and yet, . . . I'm back.

Jeremiah 15:19 – "If you return to Me, I will restore you, so you can continue, to serve Me."  No matter, what you've done, God says, in Isaiah 1:18 – I don't care what you've done, . . how far you've fallen, "No matter, how deep, the stain, of your sins, . . . I can take it out, and make you, as clean, as freshly, fallen snow."  (The Clorox verse.)  It doesn't matter, . . . what, you've done.  Isaiah 54:7 – "With great compassion, . . I will take you back."

*  There's a happy ending, to the story, of Peter's denial.  If ever, there was a sin, you'd think, was unforgivable, 	. . . it's denying Jesus, three times, on the night, He's betrayed.  But, Jesus knew, Peter would deny Him, 	and, even knew, he would come, back to Him.  In fact, before it even happened, Jesus said to Peter, in 	the upper room, "Satan, has desired to sift you, but I have prayed for you, and when you have returned, 	strengthen the brothers."  	He knew, . . . he would return.  (He knew, . . . I would return!)  You???

The Bible says, . . . that Jesus prays, . . . for you.  It says, He's in heaven, right now, . . . and, "He liveth, to make 	intercession, for the saints."  		He is praying, . . . for you, . . . every day.  

Jesus said, "I know, you're going to, fall away, Peter, but, when you come back, . . . strengthen, the brothers."  	Jesus knew . . that Peter's ministry, would be more effective, . . . after, his denial, . . . than, it was before.  	And, sure enough, . . . it was.  (Peter wrote, two of the books of the Bible, . . . called, 1 and 2 Peter.)  

**  There are two other incidences, in Peter's life, that happened, . . . after, his denial.  In Mark 16:7, on Easter 	morning, when the three women, went to the tomb, . . . Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 	and Salome, . . . the stone was rolled away, and an angel, was sitting on it.  

The angel said, . . . He's not here.  He's . . . in heaven. "Go tell His disciples, and Peter."  Jesus knew, that Peter, 	was devastated, by his denial.  He was, humiliated.  He was, ashamed.  He was, depressed.  He thought, 	he could never, . . . face Jesus Christ, again, . . . for what he had done.  

Jesus threw in a special, . . . personal recognition, "Go tell His disciples, and Peter."  It's as if, He was saying, 	"It's ok, Peter.  It's ok.  All, is forgiven.  Come on, home!  All, is forgiven."  That, is the grace, of Jesus 	Christ.  Come on, home!  It's ok.  I haven't stopped, . . . loving you.

*  Later, in John 21, in one of the many incidences, where Jesus appeared to people, . . . after, His resurrection.  Peter and the fishermen, are out fishing.  They see Jesus, on the shore.  Peter doesn't wait, and dives in, and swims to shore.  Jesus, has a little, one on one conversation, with Peter -- His first encounter, to talk personally.  

Jesus says to Peter, "Do you. love Me?"  Peter say, "You know, Lord, I love You."  Jesus says, "Peter, do you 	really, . . . really love Me?"  Peter said, a second time, "Lord, You know, I love You."  And, Jesus said, a 	third time, "Peter, do you really, love Me."  Peter said, "You know, Lord, . . . I love You."

What was going on?  Jesus was giving Peter, three times, to affirm, . . . what he had denied, . . three times.  That 	is, . . . the grace of God.  You may think, . . . God's forgotten you.  He hasn't.  The good shepherd, leaves 	the 99 sheep, . . . to go after, . . . the one.  He knows, how you've fallen, away. 

If you have – either, by one giant step, some big humongous sin, . . . or, a series of petty steps, where you just, 	slipped away, and you're not as close to Christ, as you used to be, . . . you need to pray the prayer, that 	David prayed, . . . when he came back, to God. 

Psalm 51, David prayed, . . . after he committed, adultery.  He said, "Restore to me, again, . . . the joy, of Your 	salvation."  Notice, that David did not, have to pray, "God, restore to me, . . . my salvation", . . because, 	he hadn't lost it.  He had lost, . . . the joy.  And, some of you, have too.  Come home, to Christ, today.
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Lamentations 5:21 – "Restore us, O Lord, and bring us back to You again!  Give us back the joys we once had!"  

I. WHAT CAUSES BELIEVERS TO FALL AWAY?
	Peter's Denial of Christ – Mark 14:27-72

1. _____________________________________________
	"Everyone else may stumble in their faith, but I will not!" vs. 29

2. _____________________________________________
	"Couldn't you stay awake with Me for one hour?" vs. 37

3. _____________________________________________
	"Peter followed Him at a distance..." vs. 54a

4. _____________________________________________
	"Then he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire." vs. 54b

GOD'S RESPONSE:
	Romans 8:1 – "There is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus." 

II. WHY DOESN'T GOD REJECT BELIEVERS WHEN WE SIN?

1. BECAUSE HIS LOVE ______________________________
Lam. 3:22 – "God's compassion never ends. It is only His mercies that have kept us from complete destruction." 

2. BECAUSE SALVATION ISN'T BASED ON ______________________________
	Titus 3:5 – "He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of His mercy." 

3. BECAUSE JESUS HAS ALREADY ______________________________
	1 John 2:2 – "When Jesus served as a sacrifice for our sins, He solved the sin problem for God – not 			only ours, but the whole world's." 

4. BECAUSE JESUS UNDERSTANDS ______________________________
	Hebrews 4:15 – "(He) understands our weaknesses, for He faced all of the same temptations we do, yet 			He did not sin." 

5. BECAUSE GOD DOESN'T ______________________________
	Psalms 103:9-13 – "God will not constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever.  He has not punished 			us for all our sins, nor does He deal with us as we deserve . . . He is like a father to His children, 			tender and compassionate to those who fear Him." 
	Jeremiah 3:22 – "Come back to Me, you faithful children, and I will forgive you for being unfaithful." 

III. WHAT SHOULD I DO WHEN I SIN? ______________________________
	Jeremiah 15:19 – "If you return to Me, I will restore you so you can continue to serve Me." 
	Isaiah 1:18 – "No matter how deep the stain of your sins, I can take it out and make you clean as freshly 			fallen snow." 

Isaiah 54:7 – "With great compassion I will take you back." 
Psalms 51:12 – "Restore to me again the joy of your salvation." 
